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HBA Ventures ‘Out of Africa’

with The Residence Tanzania

Global Hospitality Design Leaders Extend
Sublime Colonial Resort Brand to Island of Zanzibar
(Hong Kong, 28 June, 2011) -  Global hospitality design leaders Hirsch Bedner Associates (HBA) ventured into colonial ‘Out of Africa’ style with a sublime resort project on the island of Zanzibar in partnership with Singapore developers Bonvests Holdings.

Newly opened with an investment of US$48 million, The Residence Tanzania extends Bonvests’ exclusive family of 5-star African resorts.

Since being founded in 1996 with The Residence Tunis, followed in 1998 with The Residence Mauritius, The Residence brand has become acknowledged as ‘best in class’ among premier resorts in Africa.

The Residence Tanzania continues this tradition – immediately accepted as the first member of The Leading Hotels of the World in Zanzibar.

Design of the 66-villa resort, continues the colonial theme of Bonwests’ flagship hotel Sheraton Towers Singapore.

Yet nuances unique to the legendary ‘spice island’ off the coast of East Africa are also introduced – creating an inspired blend of sobriety and elegance with a muted colour scheme of white and delicate shades of beige, with honey-coloured woods, wrought iron and sandy tiles.

Villas of one and two bedroom villas, plus an exclusive Presidential Villa of 410sqm, all have private swimming pools and are luxuriously appointed with contemporary, stylish furniture incorporating various cultural influences on the island from Swahili and Omani to English and Indian.

HBA sourced much of the artifacts and furnishings from local markets and shops, along with custom designs from Indonesian artisans.

The white and beige design symphony is at its most romantic in the villas as sunshine pierces shuttered windows to create a melody of light and dark with wavering, mottled shadows. The result is a distinctive ambience indulging guests in sophisticated elegance.
The colonial theme is most historic in the Main Bar, recreating the atmosphere of a captain’s quarter lounge on wooden sailing ships that once plied the east coast of Africa.

A private and secluded Library Bar in lobby follows in the footsteps of Dr Livingstone, again evoking images of the ‘Golden Age’ of travel before mass-market tourism, with a strong colonial expression and library including many African titles.
Serving exotic fusion Mediterranean cuisine of Turkey and the Middle East, signature restaurant The Pavilion is bathed in the rich, warm colours of Zanzibar.

A Beach Club restaurant, for evenings under the stars, is reminiscent of a Bedouin tent while The Dining Room Bar introduces a taste of old Persia with local woods and a hammered copper bar.

The most indulgent ‘gem’  of The Residence Tanzania is The Spa – with six individual, private treatment pavilions nestled in two hectares of tropical gardens, each luxuriously appointed in its own garden with outside shower, bathtub and private relaxation areas. It is an extraordinary natural setting nurturing complete well being and sensuality.
The Residence Tanzania appropriately complements its breathtaking location, amid a picture-postcard coconut grove on its own mile-long powdery white sand beach in a magnificent lagoon protected by coral reef. 
The highly preserved area is home to a diverse array of indigenous flora & fauna including the endangered Red Colobus Monkey. 

Nearby Stone Town is the cultural heart of Zanzibar and a UNESCO World Heritage Site, unique dolphin safaris are just 20 minutes from the resort, local spice plantations showcase Zanzibar’s spice trade history, and ruins of Persian baths and Omani palaces are scattered around the island.

- Ends -

About HBA
Formed in 1964, and global leaders in hospitality industry design, HBA has been guided by a philosophy of creating a "sense of place" with each project – with a well-designed and integrated package of fantasy, drama and creature comfort delivered on time, and within budget.

Worldwide, each HBA interior is the result of a unique and sensitive response to its location, architecture and client vision – a signature trademark that has won the firm numerous global awards.

Headquartered in Los Angeles, HBA employs over 450 design professionals in 13 offices around the globe, and has successfully completed well over 900 projects in 80 countries, from world-class hotels and resorts to individual boutique hotels, spas, casinos, cruise ships and private residences. 

For more information, please visit the HBA website at www.hbadesign.com 

Distributed on behalf of HBA/ Hirsch Bedner Associates by Grebstad Hicks Communications.
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The Residence Tanzania appropriately complements its breathtaking location, amid a picture-postcard coconut grove on its own mile-long powdery white sand beach in a magnificent lagoon protected by coral reef.
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Nuances unique to the legendary ‘spice island’ off the coast of East Africa inspire a blend of sobriety and elegance with a muted colour scheme of white and delicate shades of beige, with honey-coloured woods, wrought iron and sandy tiles.

