
Waldorf Astoria Partners with HBA in Shanghai

Leading Interior Design Firm Creates Newest Property for the Most Admired Hotel Brand in the World

Shanghai (September 22, 2010) – HBA, the world-class hospitality design firm of the world’s most anticipated hotels, resorts and spas, has completed the design of the Waldorf Astoria Shanghai on the Bund. Appointed by Hilton Worldwide, HBA has transformed the legendary Shanghai Club into the magnificent Waldorf Astoria on the city’s iconic Bund waterfront. 

The exquisite English Renaissance-style building was constructed in 1910 and opened as the now-legendary Shanghai Club (which was Shanghai's most exclusive gentlemen's club in the 1920s and 30s during the Pearl of the Orient heyday).  
One of the finest architectural gems along Shanghai’s waterfront promenade, the whitewashed façade of the new Waldorf Astoria Shanghai on the Bund is adorned with Palladium columns, intricate gables and a pair of sculpted rooftop cupolas. 
The interiors – including the original Sicilian marble columns and stained glass imported from Birmingham, England – have been painstakingly restored through extensive use of archived photographs and records. 

HBA’s renovation of this historic and prestigious social club will continue the Shanghai Club’s legacy of refined indulgence, while equipping the building with the luxury amenities demanded by today’s discerning traveler. 
The new hotel will comprise 271 rooms across two buildings. The charming heritage building will be connected via a courtyard to a modern tower bordered by Sichuan Road. HBA’s design will encompass both buildings including the lobby lounge, guest and meeting rooms, restaurants and bars, as well as the swimming pool, health club and spa. 
The Waldorf Astoria on the Bund will revive a much-loved Shanghai institution. Like its cherished predecessor, the Shanghai Club, it will capture the spirit of 1930s Shanghai and become a bastion of civility and style for the refined modern traveler. 

For this project, HBA applied its joint expertise in historical restoration and in designing the most elegant of interior architectures to transform a derelict building into a pristine and glittering destination that harmonizes period authenticity with ultra-luxury.  In the process, HBA has created something new and timeless: an authentic space, true to yet far exceeding the original, and worthy of the Waldorf Astoria name.

The hotel is now accepting reservations for October 1, 2010 and beyond. For more information, please visit www.waldorfastoria.com. 
About Waldorf Astoria Hotels & Resorts 

WALDORF ASTORIA is Hilton Worldwide’s luxury brand of landmark hotels, with each one as singular and timeless as the brand’s namesake, The Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York. From classic elegance to modern grandeur, Waldorf Astoria Hotels & Resorts each represent worldly sophistication and unparalleled guest service. From sumptuous spas and culinary excellence to world-class golf, each hotel & resort offers the exquisite accommodations and signature accoutrements that define refinement and sophistication. Discover Waldorf Astoria by visiting www.waldorfastoria.com. 

About HBA

HBA creates inspired, brand-defining design experiences that evoke a distinct sense of place, while delighting the world's most discriminating travelers. HBA’s portfolio spans more than 80 countries and encompasses the planet’s finest nameplates. 

China accounts for just over half of all hospitality industry projects being completed by HBA this year, with three projects alone in Shanghai, in time for Shanghai World Expo.

HBA spaces are a fusion of tradition and innovation, craft and the cutting edge. From 13 studios worldwide, HBA designers blend incomparable industry experience with a passion for artistic exploration and a philosophical approach to each project as a discovery opportunity. By expanding the aesthetic envelope, the company has developed strong, inspired identities that set new standards for luxury and comfort. 


For more information, please visit the HBA website at www.hbadesign.com.
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For further media information, interview arrangement, or images, please contact: 


Hong Kong 
- Virginia Ngai virginia.ngai@ghcasia.com 

Tel: +(852) 2810 0532
Shanghai
- Joshua Shi joshua.shi@ghcasia.com
Tel: +(86) 21 5213 3030

Singapore 
- Yonghyen Chung yonghyen.chung@ghcasia.com
Tel: +(65) 6438 4024
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