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HBA Singapore Scoops Top Accolades in the 2010 Hospitality Design Awards for its work on Four Seasons Seychelles

· Best Overall Resort Design 

· Best Luxury Guestroom / Suite Design
· Spa Named in Hot List 2010 by Condé Nast Traveler
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Singapore, May XX 2010 -- Continuing to lead the hospitality interior design field, Hirsch Bedner Associates Singapore has won top-spot in the ‘2010 Hospitality Design Awards’ for its work on Four Seasons Resort Seychelles.  

The new look resort on the paradise island of Mahé, designed by local Design Principle Connie Puar, has been awarded Best Overall Resort Design and Best Luxury Guestroom / Suite Design. 

This is the second in what is expected to be a string of awards for HBA’s work on Four Seasons Resort Seychelles, after recently also receiving Best Architecture category for its Private Residences at the International Property Awards. 
In its sixth year, the Hospitality Design Awards honour the best new properties in the industry across 15 categories from restaurant, to hotel and resort.  This year entries were judged by Stephen Perkins, ForrestPerkins; Anthea Bosch-Moschini, Studio A Design; Robert Henry, Robert D. Henry Architects; Stephen Brandman, Thompson Hotels; and James Alefantis, restaurateur, chef, and designer. All of the winners and finalists will be invited to a presentation and reception on Wednesday, June 9th in New York City.
At the same time, Spa at the Four Seasons Resort Seychelles has been included in the prestigious Spa Hot List 2010 by Condé Nast Traveler.  

The resort overlooks the impossibly vibrant turquoise of the Indian Ocean, and offers a refreshing approach to luxury, one not often seen in five-star travel: 
Rising up from sea level up a steep granite incline, its 67 villas and 26 private residences are truly tree-house abodes, perched on a jungle hillside surrounded by broad leaves and birdsong. 

Each public space corresponds with the feel of its relative level; the Beach Club is playful, consisting of found objects, rough sun-bleached wood pieces, heavy furniture and rough stone; the villas sit atop tree top stilts, immersing guests into giant bamboo, red-tipped Cinnamon trees and fragrant jungle flowers.
Designed for al fresco living, the rooms incorporate contrasting teak floors, rugged local granite walls and polished marble giving a distinctive blend of cultural diversity – from French and Creole to African. The white-washed timber walls feature splashes of color from the surrounding natural palette. Custom furniture blends seamlessly with locally sourced objects and artifacts; French antiques are offset by rustic driftwood pieces and local art—as if an artist, fascinated by the interplay of shape, surface and depth, had lovingly collected each piece.

“In an environment as spectacular as this, designing for luxurious, comfortable and sophisticated outdoor living is key,” said Puar principle Design HBA Singapore.  “The guestrooms are very open, blurring the lines between bedroom, bath and exterior spaces.” 

It is fitting that in this most verdant of locales, a “green” sensibility influenced the design as well. “We were very aware of the importance of preserving nature. The villas, for example, are raised so as not to disturb tree roots,” said Puar. Throughout the project, HBA’s design supported and enhanced the hotel’s green initiatives—from alternative cooling and water conservation, to energy efficiency in lighting, ventilation, and by relying on local materials.

“We wanted the design to make guests feel they are an integral part of the lush vegetation, as well as the sea, stone and sky elements that characterize the island, and are delighted that our work is being recognized by prestigious titles” said Puar. 

-Ends-

About HBA/Hirsch Bedner Associates
As global leaders in hospitality interior design, HBA/Hirsch Bedner Associates is credited with revolutionizing the hotel design industry. After 45 years in business, the company consistently sets new creative trends, pushes boundaries and injects fresh visual ideas into some of the world’s best-known addresses.


HBA has successfully completed over 1000 projects in 80 countries. It has gained an unrivalled knowledge of the cultural, financial, geographical and programmatic requirements involved in all manner of design projects – from world-class hotels and resorts, to boutique hotels, spas, casinos, cruise ships and private residences.


HBA employs over 425 design professionals in 13 offices worldwide: Los Angeles, Atlanta, San Francisco, London, Hong Kong, Shanghai, Tokyo, Singapore, Brisbane, Melbourne, New Delhi, Dubai, and Manila. Its achievements are attributed to HBA’s fundamental values of research and sensitivity to the needs of its markets.
Asia accounts for over half of the company’s completed projects and exciting openings in 2010 include:

· Marina Bay Sands, Singapore

· Waldorf Astoria, Shanghai

· InterContinental, Hanoi

· Siam Kempinski, Bangkok

· The Fairmont Peace Hotel, Shanghai

· Westin Tianjin

· Four Seasons Guangzhou

· Indigo Shanghai 

· Encore at Wynn Macau

· World Financial Center, Beijing 

For more information, please visit the HBA/Hirsch Bedner Associates website at www.hbadesign.com.
About Hospitality Design 

Hospitality Design (HD) magazine, published 10 times a year, is the premier trade magazine serving the field of hospitality design. It connects owners, operators, purchasing agents, designers, and architects involved in the design of hotels, resorts, restaurants, cruise ships, nightclubs/lounges, spas, and all other hospitality-oriented projects. HD continues its 30-plus-year mission to publish the accomplishments of various design teams that collaborate to bring the most innovative examples of new construction and renovation to the industry.

Hospitality Design links buyers and sellers through various trade shows, conferences, products, services, and awards, including the annual Hospitality Design Awards. 

Distributed on behalf of HBA/ Hirsch Bedner Associates by Grebstad Hicks Communications.

For further information, interview arrangements or images of any HBA project, please contact: 

Grebstad Hicks Communications Singapore

YongHyen Chung or Hannah Gold

Email : yonghyen.chung@ghcasia.com or hannah.gold@ghcasia.com 
Tel: +(65) 6438 4024

