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HBA team transforms entire 11th century Italian village into magnificent resort and spa
London – July 15, 2009 – Italy’s newest luxury resort destination, Castel Monastero, is the rebirth of an entire mediaeval village, or “borgo,” as an exquisite and unique 21st century hotel. At once rustic and chic, Castel Monastero’s 13 ancient stone buildings have found new life as county retreat and an unsurpassed modern retelling of classic Tuscan design.

Forte Village selected HBA for this project because of its large portfolio of highly successful historic renovations and its ability to respect authenticity, while converting the traditional into fresh, contemporary spaces. If ever a property demanded historical authenticity, it is Castel Monastero. “We worked within the existing footprint, in close consultation with Sovraintendenza delle Belle Arti (the Tuscan historic preservation commission),” said Eric Egan, HBA’s London’s co-lead designer for the project. The team’s dedication to creating a distinctive sense of place is evident in every detail.

Located in Chianti, the fabled countryside between Florence and Siena, Castel Monastero retains the feeling of a medieval borgo. Its main structures encircle an open, stone-paved central piazza and house the lobby, conference room and restaurant and bar, as well as a number of guestrooms. The renovated farmhouses and villas that dot the 400-acre property are home to guestrooms, suites, and a fabulous spa—a space comprising two large outbuildings. 

In keeping with the region’s casali, as the traditional great houses of Tuscany are called, Castel Monastero’s spaces are varied and individual, while harmonious.  “The guestrooms feel like chic apartments. Each is a very residential space, each with its own personality,” said Patrizia Quartero, the project’s co-lead designer.  Retaining the dimensions and outlines of original spaces, including terracotta floors and timbered ceilings, 69 of the 74 guest rooms are unique shape and scheme, entirely contrary to the expectations of modern hotel design.

Castel Monastero also features an elegant, sophisticated spa, and a Gordon Ramsay Restaurant. The spa is set at a wide remove from the central borgo, and offers spectacular views of its central buildings and gorgeous green hills. The spa breaks with the overall design of the hotel, creating a clean, modern look in light sand colored stone. 

The 74-seat Gordon Ramsay Restaurant’s carries through design’s theme of attention to place. HBA commissioned a London artist to produce simple hand drawings of Tuscan wildlife. Broken down into six individual, it is very intimate and residential, as if eating in a tastefully paneled dining room. 

Expert restoration artists and traditional craftsmen from around Italy worked to render Castel Monastero’s details accurately. “In Italy, there are many fine artisans who are excited by the opportunity to recreate history, from replicating existing architectural details to creating amazing furniture and accessories that bridge the old and the new,” said Egan. HBA put them to good use here. Bridging the old and new is something Castel Monastero does with the ease and grace of a masterpiece. 
About HBA/Hirsch Bedner Associates

As a global leader in hospitality interior design, HBA/Hirsch Bedner Associates is credited with revolutionizing the design industry. Since it was founded in 1964, the company has continually set design trends, pushing boundaries and injecting fresh ideas in to some of the world’s most prestigious and well-known addresses.

HBA/Hirsch Bedner Associates has successfully completed over 900 projects in 80 countries worldwide. More than 55 percent of its current project list is located in Pacific Rim countries, including many hotels with the world’s premier brands such as St. Regis, Mandarin Oriental, Shangri-La, Ritz-Carlton, Four Seasons and others.

HBA/Hirsch Bedner Associates prides itself on its unrivalled knowledge of the cultural, financial, geographical and programmatic requirements involved in design projects, and applies that knowledge to all of its projects, ranging from world-class hotels and resorts to individual boutique hotels, spas, casinos, cruise ships and private residences.

HBA employs more than 450 design professionals in 13 offices worldwide: Los Angeles, Atlanta, San Francisco, London, Hong Kong, Shanghai, Tokyo, Singapore, Brisbane, Melbourne, New Delhi, Dubai and Manila. HBA attributes its achievements to its fundamental values of project research, design creativity, and sensitivity to the needs of its markets.

For more information about HBA/Hirsch Bedner Associates, please visit the company’s website at www.hbadesign.com.
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